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Description

The history of the slave trade and slavery fell into oblivion in the aftermath of the 1848
abolition.
- Francoise Verges, Les troubles de la mémoire. Traite négriere, esclavage et écriture de
Thistoire

In Paris, I lived in all parts of the city—on the Right Bank and the Left, among the
bourgeoisie and among les misérables, and knew all kinds of people, from pimps and
prostitutes in Pigalle to Egyptian bankers in Neuilly. This may sound extremely
unprincipled or even obscurely immoral: I found it healthy. I love to talk to people, all
kinds of people, and almost everyone, as I hope we still know, loves a man who loves to
listen.

- James Baldwin, Nobody Knows My Name

Being Black obviously means being perceived as such, even as we live in a country like
France that claims to be colorblind. Blackness ultimately surpasses the perception of the
other. It is not just a question of complexion, which says nothing about the caliber of a
person. Being black means being a stakeholder in the history that created this category, in
what that history engendered.

- Léonora Miano, Habiter la frontiere

Yes, my friend, Paris is all that—and more. And no one, absolutely no one, can resist her
call.

- Bernard Dadié, An African in Paris

Paris, France is one of the most extraordinary destinations in the world. It is also an
exceptional site in the African diaspora, a “City of Light” that Ernest Hemingway
befittingly describes as “a moveable feast.” Nowhere has a metropolis in mainland
Europe been so historically and socially transformed by a fascinating diversity of
people from countries in Africa, the Caribbean, and the Americas whose presence
results largely from slavery, colonialism, immigration, expatriation, and exile.
Although their presence in France is centuries-old, Paris and France continue to be a
contested home for their French descendants and others of African descent where
questions of race, racialization, racism, anti-racism and their intersection conjugate
with myths, narratives, and representations of these regions as colorblind and
race-free.

What is Afro/Black Paris? What are the important events, key debates, and central
figures associated with it? What do belonging and identity politics look like on the
ground for citizens and denizens who refer to themselves and/or are referred to by
others as “Afro French,” “B/black,” or “N/noir-e-s?” Is it as James Baldwin writes,
“[i]n America, the color of my skin had stood between myself and me; in Europe, that
barrier was down?”

Afro/Black Paris FSP in brief...

AAAS offers a biennial FSP in Paris, France during the summer term, entitled
Afro/Black Paris: The African Diaspora and the City of Light. This FSP is
focused on the historical, cultural, and social significance of African descended
people in this region of the African diaspora. The Afro/Black Paris FSP is
intensive, interdisciplinary, immersive, and comprised of three courses that
engage the topics of (1) slavery and colonialism; (2) African/Black Americans in
relation to Afro/Black French people (past and present); and (3) literary texts by
French writers of African descent. These courses are taught in English by local
and AAAS faculty, and there are no prerequisites. Students enrolled at
Dartmouth’s exchange partner schools, including Spelman, Morehouse and
schools participating in the Twelve College Exchange are eligible and welcome

to apply.

Faculty contact: Professor Trica Keaton, trica.d.keaton@dartmouth.edu
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